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cratic industrial reconstruction. It is inevitable
that an effort to open up and cultivate this de-
sire of labor will be regarded by the present
governing forces with apprehension. The move-
ment of labor in this direction is now looked up-
on with suspicion even by people who are not in
a position of control. The general run of peo-
ple in fact outside of those who recognize labor
as a fundamental force in industrial reconstruc-
tion, conceive of the labor people as an irre-
sponsible mass of men and view their move-
ments as expressions of an irresponsible desire
to seize responsibility. They are the men who
are not experienced in business affairs and
therefore cannot, it is believed, be trusted. The
arguments against trusting them are the same
old arguments advanced for many centuries
against inroads on the established order of
over-lordship. But over-lordship has flourished
at all times, and in the present scheme of in-
dustry it flourishes as it always has, in propor-
tion to the reluctance of the people to partici-
pate as responsible factors in matters of com-
mon concern. Corruption and exploitation of
governments and of industry are dependent
upon the broadest possible participation of a
whole people in the experience and responsi-